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REFLECTIONS Karen Lloyd D’Onofrio
Association Historianfrom the Front Porch

Karen Lloyd D’Onofrio

Dr. George Stone &CEO Julie 
Watkins cut the celebratory 

cake for Mountainside Lodge

NEWS
Museums and Archives Updates

OUTREACH AND SUPPORT 
in Our Local Communities

December 2021

The first Breakfast at 
the Museum for 2021

Mountainside Lodge

Museum professionals from 
around the Front Range 
de-install the memorial

The installed exhibition 
component at Windsor, CO

SEASON’S GREETINGS, 
from the, Finally Snow-Capped, 
Mountains of Colorado!
It has been unusually warm this winter, and we 
have gone without snow for many months, but it 
arrived just in time for Christmas! It was a special 
treat for families visiting Santa at the museum and 
for those dreaming of a white Christmas. Wildfire 
season, unfortunately, is still with us. Over the past 
couple of months, we had a fire near Fish Creek and 
Hermit Park, which resulted in the Estes Park Center 
hosting evacuees from the fire, and just as 2021 
ended, a devastating wildfire in Boulder County 
destroyed hundreds of homes. YMCA of the Rockies 
and our friends YMCA of Northern Colorado provided 
much-needed support to displaced families. It was 
only a year ago that YMCA of the Rockies and our 
families, friends, and neighbors were impacted by 
the fires of 2020. Providing a safe and comfortable 
place for our community members and fire fighters 
to rest and renew is just one of the many ways we 
fulfill our mission at the Y. We have so much to be 
grateful for this past year, including the fact that 
both our centers, museum collections, and historical 
buildings were saved from the fires that devastated 
so much.

Talking of historical 
buildings, we were finally 
able to celebrate the 101 
years of Mountainside 
Lodge this past July. 
The original 100-year 
celebration, planned for 
2020, was postponed 
because of the 
pandemic.  Thankfully, 
even with restrictions 
still in place, we were 
able to gather safely and honor the work of Dr. John 
Timothy Stone and everyone involved in saving 
the lodge for future generations to enjoy, including 
placing it on the National Register of Historic Places.

In 2022, we will celebrate 
another location and 
supporter of YMCA of the 
Rockies, Fellowship Park and 
A. A. Hyde. Hyde joined the 
board of YMCA of the Rockies 
in 1909 and became a much-
valued supporter of our Y. He 
remained on the board until 
his passing in 1935. He also 
gave generously to the YMCA 
branch in his home town of 
Wichita, Kansas, as well as 

to that city’s YMCA colored branch. His vision for 
what the YMCA of the Rockies would become – a 
place for all to enjoy our camp and nature – gained 
traction with the establishment of Fellowship Park. 
I’m excited to re-interpret and share Hyde’s story 
with returning and new museum guests, and for 
them to learn more about his lasting legacy that 
can be witnessed throughout our Estes Park Center.

Mountainside Lodge celebration held this summer 
saw visitors from Estes Park and the Front Range 
attending tours of the lodge and the many 
presentations on offer, including our pop-up 
exhibition of the history of the lodge. The Sunday 
service at the outdoor chapel was particularly 
beautiful as we gathered to view the splendor of 
the Rocky Mountains and the Estes Valley and give 
thanks.

History of Tourism at the YMCA

“A Walk on 
the Hyde Side: 

Celebrating 
100 years of 
Fellowship” 

Saturday 
July, 23rd, 2022

SAVE 
the 

DATE

Our history guides at 
the museum and Rowley 
Homestead had a very 
busy year providing tours, 
programs, and learning 
opportunities for our guests, 
young and old. It was a 
joy to see so many families 
enjoying our history, and 
attending our programming, 
like the early morning Tuesday gatherings on the 
museum lawn.

As our year draws to a close, and as the Winter 
Solstice approaches, I find myself reflecting on 
our history and all the stories I’ve been honored 
to share and hear this past year. Our women’s 
exhibition, especially, has provided a space for 
many guests to appreciate and recognize the role of 
women throughout our institutional history, and for 
women to come and share their own Y stories with 
us. I am forever grateful for having the privilege to 
save and share our rich history with our guests.

With my best wishes for a truly beautiful season,
Please consider making a donation to the 
museum fund so that we may continue with 
our work of preservation and storytelling. We 
thank you for your continued support!

This past year, the 
Association’s historian, 
Dr. Karen Lloyd-D’Onofrio, 
and Intern, Colin Fogerty, 
have been involved in 
several community projects 
in town, and along the 
Front Range. This work 
supports our mission and 
upholds our core values, 
of caring, honesty, respect, 
responsibility, and faith, and 

In July, Colin joined with 
the museums of Windsor 
and Loveland to create 
an exhibition on tourism 
for installation in the 
recreation and community 
center at Windsor, 
Colorado. For his themes, 

Colin chose the Y’s history of welcoming people 
from around the world. His exhibition focused on 
transportation and A.A. Hyde’s vision for serving 
all people at Fellowship Park. The project allowed 
Colin to learn about exhibition development and 
design, and it helped him to build his portfolio as he 
prepares to enter the museum profession after his 
internship. As we were de-installing the exhibition 
this month, the preschool kids were still enjoying 
looking at the photographs, artifacts, and clothing 
that Colin had incorporated into the exhibition.

Celebrating Women’s Contributions
September saw the culmination of over two years 
work with Estes Valley leaders and organizers to install 
a women’s monument in Estes Park. The monument 
celebrates the work and contributions of women in the 
valley. It also commemorates the 1920 passing of the 
19th Amendment which gave most women the right 
to vote. As part of the committee, Karen was involved 
in selecting the women represented in the sculpture, 
finalizing text, and choosing the artist; Jane DeDecker. 
DeDecker is featured in our Public Art Walking Tour 
at the Estes Park Center and in our “Artists of the 
YMCA of the Rockies” online exhibition. She is the 
artist behind our YMCA Kids sculpture outside the 
Administration Building. 

Our contribution to celebrating women is detailed in 
the new exhibition at the Dorsey Museum: Women at 
the Y: Pushing Boundaries to Make a Difference. The 
exhibition will be on display through September 2022. 

we were humbled and honored to participate.
In June, Karen joined with other museum 
professionals throughout the Front Range to 
participate in the de-installation and preservation 
of the King Soopers memorial in Boulder, Colorado. 
The memorial remembered the store staff and 
community members who lost their lives to gun 
violence. The work of saving and preserving 
artifacts and cards was done with respect and care, 
as many of the pieces were to be returned to the 
families or made into permanent memorials by 
local artists. Family members visited and graciously 
shared their memories of their lost loved ones and 
thanked everyone for their thoughtfulness. 
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Support the Museum
 Annual Support

Since 1979 the Lula W. Dorsey Museum has been 
preserving, interpreting and presenting the history 
of the YMCA of the Rockies.  Your generosity helps us 
continue that tradition.

Donate Today!
Heritage Donor ($500+) _________________________
Legacy Donor ($250-$499) _____________________
Tradition Donor ($100-$249) __________________
Keepsake Donor ($1-$99) _______________________

Name: ________________________________________________

Address:  ____________________________________________

City:  _________________________________________________

State: ________________________________________________

Zip: ___________________________________________________

Phone: _______________________________________________

E-mail:_______________________________________________

Payment Options: 

NEWS
Museums and Archives Updates

Autochromes re-housed in 
archival sleeves and boxes

Families enjoying the 4th July 
stick-horse rodeo at the homestead

We wish all our interns continued success 
with their professional development and 
career plans. 

Check   

Online
Donations can be made to 
https://donate.ymcarockies.org/
donate/annual-giving/museum

The Lula W. Dorsey Museum 
Mission

The Lula W. Dorsey Museum preserves, 
interprets and presents the history of 
the YMCA of the Rockies to strengthen 
relationships, educate and inspire our 

guests and staff.

Lula W. Dorsey Museum
www.ymcarockies.org/museum.htm

PO Box 20550
Estes Park, CO 80511

(970) 586-3341 ext. 1136/1240

In a continued to effort to live 
up to our core values of caring, 
honesty, respect, responsibility 
and faith, we will continue to 
encourage you all to receive our 
newsletter as a PDF to your email. 
As guardians of the environment, 
we must strive to protect the 
natural world, which provides us 
with inspiration on a daily basis. 

Please let us know if you would 
like to receive an emailed copy. 

museumstaff@ymcarockies.org

GOING 
GREENAs many of you may remember, we were successful 

in receiving a federal grant from the National 
Endowment for the Humanities (PG-271577-20) 
for museum collections preservation in September 
2020. Because of the wildfire and evacuation of our 
collections to Greeley, we were unable 
to start work on the project until early 
2021. Despite this setback, we have 
achieved so much in our preservation 
efforts – thanks to our dedicated 
collection interns, Colleen Couch 
(2020-2021), Taylor Flach (Mar.2021 
– Nov. 2021), and Colin Fogerty (Nov. 
2021 – May 2022) and our museum 
volunteers! 

The funding provided us with the 
means to hire a consultant to do an 
assessment of our vast photograph/
scrapbook collection and purchase 
expensive archival quality boxes and other 
materials. We have focused our efforts to date on 
two specific areas; the F.P. Clatworthy autochrome 
(glass plates) collection, and the Alumni photograph 
and scrapbook collection. For both of these 
projects, we developed work procedures, protocols, 
and work flows.

The Clatworthy collection has been rehoused and 
is currently about 50% digitized using the best 
digitization practices available to us. The long-
term plan for this important collection is to make 
digital images available for researchers, and create 
an online exhibition highlighting the autochromes 
subject matter and importance in the history of 
photography. 

The Alumni photograph and scrapbook 
collection, is a much larger project 
that includes rehousing books that are 
at risk from deterioration, creating 
subject content lists to aid staff 
in finding photographs requested 
by former Alumni and their family 
members, developing finding aids, and 
the eventual scanning of the album 
pages for preservation, access, and 
research. Our seasonal volunteers 
have been an important part of this 
project as they create subject lists 
under the guidance of our interns. So 

far, staff have worked on completing the rehousing 
and subject content lists for the majority of books.

Thank you Volunteers for your heart to serve 
and help!

The next phase in our long-term preservation plan 
is to complete the inventory of our institutional 
documents and photographs, and rehouse as 
necessary. 

NEH PRESERVATION GRANT  
Comes to a Successful End

The homestead 
continues to be 
a destination 
for our summer 
guests and 
campers, and 
this year, we 
hosted Adams 
Camp, CCO, and 
Day Camp, as 
well as many 
families and 

reunion groups. There is something special about 
being outside and exploring our history and the 
natural world through programs, activities, and 

guided tours. Our team of history guides have 
worked hard over the past few years – making 
repairs, designing activities and programs, and 
advocating for the repair of the 1919 barn roof and 
the root cellar. I’m excited to share that repairs 
and rehabilitation of the root cellar will take place 
next summer! We’re extremely fortunate to have 
our leadership recognize the importance of the 
homestead by funding the barn roof, and donors, 
who have stepped forward with extraordinary 
generosity to fund the root cellar rehabilitation. The 
Rowley Homestead offers unique experiences!

ROWLEY HOMESTEAD
at Snow Mountain Ranch
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Digitized image of the Pueblo of Acoma, NM; F.P. Clatworthy, autochrome, 
early twentieth century. F.P Clatworthy Collection, Lula W. Dorsey Museum


